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Dr. Papanikolaou-Lesson 9 
 

Big Questions: Why did God create humankind? What does it mean to be in heaven or in 
hell? 
 
Key points 
Teachers should understand these few, key points before the lesson, and students should take 
these points away from the class. 
 

A. God created us to share in His life.  
B. God did not create us so that we could simply do His bidding or simply follow a system of 

rewards and punishments that would affect us after we die. 
C. On the contrary, we can taste heaven or hell, and experience them in different degrees, in 

our life here on earth—here and now.  
D. Heaven is being with God. Hell is being without God, or rejecting God’s offer of a loving 

relationship. 
 
Review 
Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or takeaway that 
you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the student guide from 
last class and then ask your fellow students questions about the points they’re about to 
share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  
 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 
 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they have about 

their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and that’s okay. You can 
affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. And if not, say “We’ll hold 
on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the future classes.” 

 
Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are really 
important for this upcoming lesson.  
 
Opening Reflection 
Say something like: 
 In the last lesson, we took a step back from the theology of Christ and the Trinity to 
examine the role of the intellect in the Christian life.  
 Today, we’ll continue by asking these questions: 

o Why did God create man?  
o What does it mean to be in heaven or in hell? 

 
 
Ask students to take a moment to review the cartoon image and respond to the questions in their 
student guide, and then discuss their reponses.  
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2. What are your initial impressions of the cartoon? Does anything stand out? Anything 
funny or ironic about them? (In other words, what do we expect about heaven, and how is 
this expectation turned on its head in this cartoon?)  

3. Is it possible for someone to actually miss stress? Why is it that we become so attached to 
stress that even we’re in the presence of God, it’s still difficult to let go of it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Part of the humor in this 
cartoon is the irony. Humans seem to expect that life on earth is stressful and that death 
and the afterlife will be an automatic and easy solution to our problems.  

 What we don’t realize is that we are fully capable of living the joy of the Resurrection 
(i.e. heaven) at any moment in our life here on earth; we can reach out to God and he will 
give us the grace to do this.  

 We need to cultivate a mindset that is open to God’s grace and will choose to recognize 
God’s presence, even amidst the stress of our everyday lives. 

 
Preparing for Video Clip 
This cartoon seems to suggest that our mindset is what determines whether we experience 
heaven or hell. Dr. Papanikolaou has some more insight on this topic. As you listen to the 
lecture, take notes on these two questions: “Why did God create man or, in other words, what is 
man’s vocation? What does it mean to be in heaven or in hell?” 
 

 Encourage students to take notes in their student guide as they watch and listen to the 
video clip. Tell them that you will discuss the lecture afterwards. 

 Show them question 4 has room for them to take notes on the lecture 
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4. Notes on the Lecture: 
5. Why did God create man? What is man’s vocation? 
6. What does it mean to be in heaven or in hell? 

 
After the lecture is finished, hold a quick discussion in which you review the key points from the 
lecture. Then, direct students to the journals to respond to questions 5 and 6.  
 
Optional Further Reflection 
The quotations below speak to our big questions for the lesson: Why did God create humankind? 
What does it mean to be in heaven or in hell? Read them and choose one prompt to reflect upon. 
 
“God created the world because His love is outgoing and self-diffusive, and without this 
overflowing love the world would not exist. The point can be reinforced by recalling the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity; for creation is a Trinitarian act. “God is love,” says St. John (1 John 4:8). 
But this divine love is not just self-love, but mutual, or shared, love. ... God is not only personal 
but also interpersonal, not only a unit but also a union or communion. ... The doctrine of the 
Trinity, then, is a way of saying that God’s nature is shared love, mutual self-giving.” 
-- Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, “Ecological Crisis: Ecologist Hope, Our Orthodox Vision of 
Creation” Lecture at Fordham University, p.7. 
 
“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, [Jesus] answered them, 
‘The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ 
or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” -- Luke 17:20-21 

“Hell is not so much a place where God imprisons man, as a place where man, by misusing his 
free will, chooses to imprison himself. And even in Hell the wicked are not deprived of the love 
of God, but by their own choice they experience as suffering what the saints experience as joy. 
‘The love of God will be an intolerable torment for those who have not acquired it within 
themselves.’” -- Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, in The Orthodox Church, quoting Vladimir 
Lossky, The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church, p. 234 
 
 

7. Pick one quote that speaks to you. Why do you find it significant? 
8. Any final thoughts? 

 
Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 
sharing/discussion. 
 
 
At this point, you may choose to hand out the “Key Points” summary page for this lesson.  
 
 
 


