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Dr. Papanikolaou- Lesson 3 

 

Big Questions: What kind of culture do we live in? How does this culture affect our 

understanding of God and His role in the world?  
 

Key points 

Teachers should understand these few, key points before the lesson, and students should take 

these points away from the class. 

 
A. We cannot properly study theology until we understand something about the society in 

which we live, and how this society tends to influence the way that we think.  

B. Since we currently live in a secular society, our current ideas about theology will probably 

be influenced by secularism. 

C. A secular society sees religion as a small aspect of our lives that is separated from our 

other priorities. 

D. In a religious society, however, the presence of God permeates the community and the 

decisions made in that community. 

E. Christians living in a secular world will find themselves influenced by it, even though 

secularism is does not reflect the truth of God’s close contact with the world. 
F. You can’t be an Orthodox Christian in separation from other people. You must have 

relationships with others in the Church who can help to train you to live in a Christian 

way. 

 

Review 

Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or takeaway that 

you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the student guide from 

last class and then ask your fellow students questions about the points they’re about to 
share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  

 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 

 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they have about 

their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and that’s okay. You can 
affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. And if not, say “We’ll hold 
on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the future classes.” 

 

Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are really 

important for this upcoming lesson.  

 

Opening Reflection 

 Today, you will discuss the questions at the top of your student guide: What kind of 

culture do we live in? How does this culture affect our understanding of God and His role 

in the world? 

 Direct students to the images in their packets. These images are of two diagrams that Dr. 

Aristotle Papanikolaou will draw in the lecture we’re about to watch. One of these 
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diagrams represents what he calls a religious way of life, and the other one represents a 

secular way of life. 

Have students look at these diagrams and guess which is which. Encourage students to explain 

their 

reasoning to the class. 

 

 

Preparation for Video Clip 

 

 Last week, we learned that human relationship is essential in the Christian life. Yet why 

is this not always clear in our everyday life? Why is there often an emphasis on the 

individual or unhealthy relationships?  

 In order to address these questions, it is important for us to talk about the topic of 

secularism. That is what we will be discussing today.  

 Secularism is a mindset and lifestyle that is characterized by separation rather than unity. 

You’ll learn more about it as you listen to the lecture. Go ahead and use the chart in your 
“Lecture Notes” to organize your notes. 

 As you listen to the lecture, be listening for the answers to questions 2 and 3 in your 

student guide. 

 

2. What kind of community did Dr. Papanikolaou’s mother grow up in? 
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3. How is contemporary America different from this kind of community? 

 

 

 

Reflection on Video 

 

4. If you had a choice, would you rather live in a community where faith was a ‘given,’ and 
everything in life was viewed from the perspective of faith? Or would you rather live in a 

community where faith was one of many options in terms of priorities in life? What’s difficult 
or easy about living out your faith in either kind of society? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

5. Do you think that you are influenced by secularism? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

6. People often struggle with separated home-work-school-friend identities. What do you 

think causes people to struggle with having these separated identities? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Do you ever find that the way that your mindset at church is different from your mindset at 

school, at home, or with friends? Do you think there should be a difference?  

 

 

 

 

Depending on the time, you can have them share their responses to questions one question at a 

time, or you can have them pick one of their answers from the questions to share. 

 

Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 

sharing/discussion. 

 

 

At this point, you may choose to hand out the “Key Points” summary page for this lesson.  
 


