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Papanikolaou- Lesson 10 

 

Big Question: What are some philosophies concerning God’s relationship with the world?  
 

Key Points 

Teachers should understand these few, key points before the lesson, and students should take 

these points away from the class. 

 

A. Pantheism 

i.God is everything and everywhere. 

ii.Problems this creates: 

1.But I see evil in the world. Does that mean that God is also evil? 

2.This makes everything special, and nothing special. God and humanity are on the 

same level. 

 

B. Nominalism or Deism 

i.God and the world exist separately and do not make contact.  

ii.God has created natural laws that govern the universe.  

1.He does not ever interfere to overcome these natural laws.  

2.Humans can perceive God’s will by observing these natural laws. 
iii.Problem this creates: 

1.If God does not make real contact with mankind, he does not seem like a truly 

loving God. 

2. Human reason, by itself, does not perfectly perceive God’s will. 
 

Review 

Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or takeaway that 

you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the student guide from 

last class and then ask your fellow students questions about the points they’re about to 
share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  

 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 
 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they have about 

their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and that’s okay. You can 

affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. And if not, say “We’ll hold 
on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the future classes.” 

 

Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are really 

important for this upcoming lesson.  

 

Opening Reflection 

Say something like: 

 Today we’re going to start a two-part lesson. Over the course of two days, we’re going to 
learn about three different ways that people characterize God’s relationship to the world.  
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 Today, we’re just learning about two ways; we’re saving the third for next lesson. These 
first two ways are actually represented in these images below. 

 

 

 Your students may not know anything about “pantheism” or “nominalism (or deism)” 
yet, but you can give them these images in order to get them to make predictions about 

the lecture. This will help their engagement once they actually listen to the lecture, since 

they’ll be wondering if their predictions align with Dr. Papanikolaou’s lecture. 

 

2. Imagine that these two images represent two different ways that humans perceive God’s 
relationship to the world. What kind of relationship does the artist depict in each of these 

images? What’s different about the relationship presented in each of these images? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for Video Clip 

 

 Let’s listen to Dr. Papanikolaou so we can get some clarification about these two 
different worldviews.  

 You’ll need to take down a couple definitions as we’re listening to the notes.  
 Also, be prepared for me to pause the lecture and engage you in some conversation about 

these ideas. (see below) 

 

When Dr. Papanikolaou asks, “What problems does this create?,” can then pause and take just 

a couple minutes to brainstorm with students how adopting this philosophy could create 

philosophical or spiritual problems. A couple potential problems are listed in the “key points” 
for this lesson. However, be aware that this is not an exhaustive list. Hopefully you and your 

students will be able to do some creative thinking and come up with different answers. 
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3. Now fill in the points Dr. Papanikolaou makes in this video clip  

a. Definition of Pantheism (From Lecture) 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Definition of Nominalism / Deism (From Lecture) 

 

 

 

 

Reflection on Lecture 

 

4. Now reflect: what are the problems created by Pantheism? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the problems created by Nominalism? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Read the following quotations. Discuss whether you think the quotation comes from a 

pantheistic or a nominalist/deistic perspective and write your decision in the column to 

the right. 

 

Quotation Pantheism or 

Nominalism? 

“We are enabled to apprehend at all what is sublime and noble only by 
the perpetual instilling and drenching of the reality that surrounds us.” - 
Henry David Thoreau  

 

"I cannot conceive otherwise than that He, the Infinite Father, expects 

or requires no worship or praise from us, but that He is even infinitely 

above it." - Benjamin Franklin 

 

“One grand great life throbs through earth's giant heart, / And mighty 
waves of single Being roll / From nerve-less germ to man, for we are 

part / Of every rock and bird and beast and hill, / One with the things 

that prey on us, and one with what we kill.” - Oscar Wilde, “Panthea” 
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Quotation Pantheism or 

Nominalism? 

"The Laws of Nature are changeless, unchangeable, and there are no 

miracles in the sense of infringement or interruption of Nature's laws." 

- Gandhi 

 

 

 

“My opinion is that there would never have been an infidel, if there had 
never been a priest. The artificial structures they have built on the 

purest of all moral systems, for the purpose of deriving from it pence 

and power, revolts those who think for themselves...” - Thomas 

Jefferson, letter to Mrs. Samuel H. Smith, August, 6, 1816 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

 

7. Do you see pantheism or deism in the world around you? Can you think of any 

celebrities, historical figures, friends, or contemporary world religions that practice this 

way of thought?  

8. What do you learn about your own thinking from this discussion?  

9. Any further thoughts? 

 

 

Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 

sharing/discussion. 

 

 

At this point, you may choose to hand out the “Key Points” summary page for this lesson.  
 


