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Dr. Papanikolau- Lesson 15 

 

What are some of the challenges that we face when we try to draw closer to God? Part 2 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or takeaway that you 

found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the student guide from last class 

and then ask your fellow students questions about the points they’re about to share. 

 

Opening Reflection 

Read the following excerpt from from C.S. Lewis’s novel, The Great Divorce.  

 

In this novel, the main character is on a guided tour through hell and into heaven. When the main 

character arrives at the first “city” in hell, he is very surprised because he hardly sees anyone! 
So, he asks his guide a question: 

 

“Was there once a much larger population?" 

"Not at all," said my neighbor. "The trouble is that they're so quarrelsome. As soon as 

anyone arrives he settles in some street. Before he's been there twenty-four hours he 

quarrels with his neighbor. Before the week is over he's quarreled so badly that he 

decides to move. Very likely he finds the next street empty because all the people there 

have quarreled with their neighbors-and moved. So he settles in. If by any chance the 

street is full, he goes further. But even if he stays, it makes no odds. He's sure to have 

another quarrel pretty soon and then he'll move on again. Finally he'll move right out to 

the edge of the town and build a new house. You see, it's easy here. You've only got to 

think a house and there it is. That's how the town keeps on growing."  

"Leaving more and more empty streets?"  

"That's right. And time's sort of odd here. That place where we caught the bus is 

thousands of miles from the Civic Centre where all the newcomers arrive from earth. All 

the people you've met were living near the bus stop: but they'd taken centuries-of our 

time-to get there, by gradual removals." 

"And what about the earlier arrivals? I mean -there must be people who came from earth 

to your town even longer ago." 

"That's right. There are. They've been moving on and on. Getting further apart. They're so 

far off by now that they could never think of coming to the bus stop at all. Astronomical 

distances. There's a bit of rising ground near where I live and a chap has a telescope. You 

can see the lights of the inhabited houses, where those old ones live, millions of miles 

away. Millions of miles from us and from one another. Every now and then they move 
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further still. That's one of the disappointments. I thought you'd meet interesting historical 

characters. But you don't: they're too far away." 

Would they get to the bus stop in time, if they ever set out?" 

"Well-theoretically. But it'd be a distance of light-years. And they wouldn't want to by 

now: not those old chaps like Tamberlaine and Genghis Khan, or Julius Caesar, or Henry 

the Fifth." 

"Wouldn't want to?" 

"That's right. The nearest of those old ones is Napoleon. We know that because two chaps 

made the journey to see him. They'd started long before I came, of course, but I was there 

when they came back. About fifteen thousand years of our time it took them. We've 

picked out the house by now. Just a little pin prick of light and nothing else near it for 

millions of miles." 

"But they got there?" 

"That's right. He'd built himself a huge house all in the Empire style-rows of windows 

flaming with light, though it only shows as a pin prick from where I live."  

"Did they see Napoleon?"  

"That's right. They went up and looked through one of the windows. Napoleon was there 

all right."  

"What was he doing?"  

"Walking up and down-up and down all the time-left-right, left-right-never stopping for a 

moment. The two chaps watched him for about a year and he never rested. And muttering 

to himself all the time. 'It was Soult's fault. It was Ney's fault. It was Josephine's fault. It 

was the fault of the Russians. It was the fault of the English.' Like that all the time. Never 

stopped for a moment. A little, fat man and he looked kind of tired. But he didn't seem 

able to stop it." 

2. How is Hell traditionally depicted? What did C.S. Lewis do that was different? 

 

 

3. Why do you think he described Hell this way? 
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4. Do you think Napoleon is unhappy? 

5. Fill in the points Dr. Papanikolaou makes in his video clip 

a. When we bring our _________________ to Jesus, we start to realize _____________. 

b. You will never ever understand _________________________ until you are willing to 

_________________________________________. 

c. Creation is good and filled with the presence of God. We need to ... 

 

 

d. Sin forms barricades that ... 

 

 

e. It takes a long time to chip away at the barricades of sin, but it’s worth the effort, 
because once we do, we begin to ... 

 

 

As you watch and listen to Dr. Papanikolaou, take notes below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CrossRoad Classroom 

Student Guide 

 

6. What point do you want to remember from Dr. Papanikolaou’s lecture? Why is it important to 
you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Let’s pretend that you have the opportunity to speak to Napoleon in C.S. Lewis’s version of 
hell. What would you do or say in order to help him to “untap” the divine presence all around 
him?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Any final thoughts? 

 


