
Lesson 6 

 

Big Question: What is the purpose and function of the Temple?  

 

Key points 

In this lesson, we pause to consider the Israelites’ understanding of the Temple which 

David promised to build for God in our last lesson. Teachers should understand these 

few key points before the lesson, and students should take these points away from the 

classroom. 

 
A. The original motivation for the Temple was so that God would not dwell in a tent 

(Tabernacle) while David dwelt in a luxurious palace. 

B. Additionally, the Temple symbolized the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham of 

land. Now that Israel possessed their own land, there was no need for a portable 

structure. Something permanent could be established. 

C. The symbolic structure of the Temple was similar to the Tabernacle: at the center was 

the Holy of Holies from which radiated holiness throughout the city of Jerusalem. 

D. The promises to Abraham seem to have been fulfilled at this time: Israel had a king, 

priests serving in a magnificent Temple, the Law, and prophets speaking for God to 

the people. 

E. However, this proved not to be the end of the story, as king after king does not live 

according to God’s Law, and eventually the kingdom is crushed, the Temple is 

destroyed, the priests are killed, and the people lose the land and are sent into exile. 

  

Review 

Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or 

takeaway that you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the 

student guide from last class and then ask your fellow students questions about 

the points they’re about to share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  

 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 

 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they 

have about their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and 

that’s okay. You can affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. 

And if not, say “We’ll hold on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the 
future classes.” 

 

Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are 

really important for this upcoming lesson.  

 

Opening Reflection 

Say something like: 



 We will now pause for a moment in our narrative of ancient Israel and consider 

the importance of the Temple. 

 You may remember that we concluded our last lesson with David’s promise to 

build God a house bigger than his own so that he would no longer have to dwell 

in a tent. 

 Today, we’re going to ask the question: “What is the purpose and function of the 
Temple?” 

 

Preparing for Video Clip 

Say something like: 

 Prior to Israel’s settlement in the Promised Land, they carried around with them 

the Tabernacle, or “tent.” You may remember that so much of the Law had to do 
with building the Tabernacle. 

 In our last lesson, David presumed to replace this Tabernacle with a grand, 

permanent Temple bigger than any other building in the land. 

 

2. What was the purpose of the Tabernacle while Israel was wandering in the 

wilderness for forty years? 

3. In what ways do you think the Temple would replace the Tabernacle? In what 

ways do you think it would be seen as superior? 

4. What else do you think the Israelites saw the Temple as representing? 

 

 Let’s again keep in mind as we watch this segment the promises that were made 
to Abraham: land, blessings, and descendants. 

 At this point in the narrative, it begins to look like these promises have been 

fulfilled: Israel possesses her own land, has her own king, and is now building a 

great Temple in which her God will dwell.  

 However, as we examine the meaning of the Temple, we will do so against a 

background that begins to hint that this is not the end of the story. 

 

5. Now fill in the points Dr. Legaspi makes in this video clip. 

a. The prophets are a spokesman for the _____. The priests are in charge of _____ in 

the Temple.  

b. The kings in ancient Israel are likened to _____, David’s original profession. 
 

c. In times of trouble, ancient Israel often looked to the _____, which is filled with 

God’s _____. 
 

d. The Temple represented the ultimate victory of God over _____. 

 

Reflection on the Video 

 

5. Are there shortcomings in David’s original vision of the Temple? Explain. 



6. What do you think it meant for ancient Israel after everything we’ve heard so far 
to have their Temple destroyed and their land taken away? What do you think that 

meant to them in terms of the promises made to Abraham? 

7. Any final thoughts? 

 

Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 

sharing/discussion. 

 

Resources and Visual Aids: 

 

 


