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Big Question: How does the establishment of a monarchy in the Promised Land 

relate to God’s promises to Abraham and the narrative we have examined so far?  
 

Key points 

Our narrative now takes us to Israel’s possession and settlement of the Promised Land. 

Teachers should understand these few key points before the lesson, and students should 

take these points away from the classroom. 

 
A. After possession of the Promised Land, Israel governs itself first under judges. 

B. However, upon the invasion of the Philistines, Israel begins to desire a king like other 

nations to defend her against her enemies. 

C. Though Saul initially serves in this role, he proves unworthy of the kingship, and the 

most unlikely of Hebrews is divinely chosen in his stead – David. 

D. After building his palace, David thinks it unfit for God to dwell in a tent (the 

Tabernacle) while he has a nice house. So he promises to build God a permanent 

house bigger than his own in which to dwell (the Temple). 

E. However, God tells David that it is the other way around: God will in fact build a 

house (in the sense of a household or family) of David. 

  

Review 

Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or 

takeaway that you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the 

student guide from last class and then ask your fellow students questions about 

the points they’re about to share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  

 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 
 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they 

have about their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and 

that’s okay. You can affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. 
And if not, say “We’ll hold on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the 
future classes.” 

 

Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are 

really important for this upcoming lesson.  

 

Objective Setting 

Say something like: 

 We have now moved from the promises made to Abraham through Israel’s 
enslavement and liberation through Moses to their final arrival and occupation of 

the Promised Land. 

 We will now look at how Israel began to govern herself. 
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 Although Israel originally set in place judges to govern herself, eventually they 

decide they want to have a king like the other nations. 

 Today, as we look at this establishment of Israel as a kingdom, we’re going to ask 
the question: “How does the establishment of a monarchy in the promised land 
relate to God’s promises to Abraham and the narrative we have examined so far?” 

 

Opening Reflection 

Say something like:  

 Our discussion today will largely revolve around three men: the kings Saul and 

David, and the prophet Samuel. 

Re-read together Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 

2. What are the requirements to be king of Israel? What is significant about these 

requirements? 

Re-read together Deuteronomy 18:14-22. 

3. What does this text tell us about what it means to be a prophet in ancient Israel? 

What is the role of the prophets?  

Read together 1 Samuel 8. 

4. Does the people’s desire for a king seem to be in accord with the instructions for 
kingship in Deuteronomy 17? Why or why not? 

 

Preparing for Video Clip 

 In accordance with Israel’s wishes, she is given Saul as her king. 
 However, Saul soon shows himself unworthy of the office, and he is replaced by 

David.  

 As David establishes his kingdom, he builds his palace on Mt. Zion.  

 However, he feels bad that God still dwells in a tent (the Tabernacle) while 

David dwells in a house, and he determines to build a larger house in which God 

can dwell (the Temple). 

 

5. Now fill in the points Dr. Legaspi makes in this video clip 

a. There are ______ Judges in the Book of Judges. The pattern in this Book is 

_______, punishment, then God raises up a _______, then people get 

comfortable. 

b. ______ is anointed king of Israel. (Hint: not David yet!) 

c. David is _____ by Samuel to be king. 

 

d. The _____ sat at the highest point in the city of Jerusalem. 

 

e. God promises to build for David a _____ which will be _____. 

 

Reflection on the Video 

6.  Does this early history of the kingdom of Israel look like what was envisioned 

by God in Deuteronomy 17-18? 
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Say something like: In Lesson 1, we used the following image to begin our discussion 

(and you could have students turn back to this in their student guide) 

 In this day and age, we have all used a GPS, probably on our cell phones, at some 

point. If we are unfamiliar with our destination, we might depend completely on 

the GPS and not question its judgment as it leads us on. However, we have 

probably all had the experience of using a GPS to go to a destination with which 

we are somewhat familiar. In this case, it is not uncommon to become more 

skeptical of this or that turn the GPS tells us to take. "That can't be right," we say 

to ourselves. "This way will be much quicker." 

 

7. How does this image apply to this early history of the first two kings of Israel? 

8. Any final thoughts? 

 

Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 

sharing/discussion. 

 


