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Legaspi – Lesson 10 

 

Big Question: What does true Christian obedience look like?  

 

Key points 

Our last lesson ended on a bit of a down note. St. Paul seems to indicate that both Jews 

who have the Law and pagans who do not have the Law are both subject to God’s 

judgment. Today we see Paul’s solution to this problem in Christ’s death and 

resurrection, and the implications for our lives as Christians. Teachers should 

understand these few key points before the lesson, and students should take these points 

away from the classroom. 

 

A. All people – both Jews and Gentiles – are subject to God’s judgment. 

B. Whereas in the past, Israel had seen the Law and the Temple as the means to escape 

God’s judgment, Paul sees both of these as having been fulfilled in Christ. Therefore, 

faith in Christ is what ultimately justifies us, as exemplified in the story of Abraham 

with which we began. 

C. In our baptism, we have died and risen with Christ, that is, we have participated in a 

very real way in His death and resurrection. 

D. We are now enabled through the Holy Spirit that dwells within each of us to live in 

holiness and communion with God. 

E. To live in obedience to the Holy Spirit within us means that we are not merely 

acquiescing to things we have been told to do. Rather, in allowing the Spirit within us 

to transform our hearts and minds, we are compelled to live in obedience to God’s 

will.  

  

Review 

Ask students: 

1. What did we learn last class? Review your notes and rewrite a key point or 

takeaway that you found significant. If you were absent, your job is to review the 

student guide from last class and then ask your fellow students questions about 

the points they’re about to share. 

Give them 3 or so minutes to review and write, then ask them:  

 Share what you’ve written (go around the room systematically to get feedback) 

 Then ask students who were absent last class: do you have any questions they 

have about their points? Students may not be able to answer their questions, and 

that’s okay. You can affirm the question, and if it’s easy to answer yourself, do so. 

And if not, say “We’ll hold on to that question to see if it’s answered in any of the 

future classes.” 

 

Finally, review any key points from last class that were missed, especially if they are 

really important for this upcoming lesson.  

 

Opening Reflection 
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Say something like: 

 We began our first lesson with the story of Abraham and his faithful response to 

God’s word. This covenant that was made between God and Abraham marked the 

beginning of Israel: Abraham’s descendants would be the people of God in the 

midst of a world hostile to God. 

 From there, we examined the giving of the Law to Moses for the sake of making 

God’s people holy as He is holy. 

 We also looked at the transformation of this wandering people into a kingdom 

with David as (for the most part) its faithful king, and eventually a grand Temple 

in the center of the kingdom in which the people could encounter God’s presence. 

 Through all of this, we have also seen unfortunately Israel’s failure to live in 

accordance with God’s commandments. 

 This brought us to Christ and His fulfillment of the Law and the Temple through 

His life, death, and resurrection. 

 

 In our last lesson, we began to ask the question, “Now what?” If the Law and the 

Temple had seen their fulfillment in Christ, how ar Christians judged today? 

 The last lesson ended on a bit of a “downer” with Paul declaring that all – both 

Jews who had the Law and gentiles who did not – were equally subject to God’s 

judgment. 

 Today, we’re going to look at Paul’s answer to the question of how we should live 

as Christians, which will bring us full circle back to the story of Abraham. 
 

2. What does Christian obedience looks like?  

Lecture 

 Let’s go back for a moment to the person with whom we began these lessons: 

Abraham. What do you remember about him? 

 One essential characteristic of Abraham which Paul highlights is his faith. Yet 

this word can often be confusing. What are some of the meanings of the word 

“faith”? 

o Belief. (“I have faith that you are telling the truth.”) 

o Trust. (“I will faithfully follow wherever you lead me.”) 

o Faithfulness. (When a husband declares himself faithful to his wife, he is 

not merely saying that he trusts her, but more so that she can trust him. 

The Greek word pistis, which we translate as “faith,” carries this meaning 

as well.) 

 Let’s keep each of these meanings in mind as we listen to today’s lecture. 

 

3. Now fill in the points Dr. Legaspi makes in this video clip. 

 

 

a. According to Paul, _____ justifies both _____ and _____ to God. 

b. Paul talk about the ______ and the _______ 
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c. In our baptism, by going down into the water, we participate in Christ’s _____. 

 

d. Rather than merely obeying the Law because we are told to do so, we are 

compelled by the _____ within us to do God’s will. 

 

Reflection on Video 

4. If we are compelled by the Holy Spirit dwelling within us to do God’s will, what 

is the place of our own will in the daily choices we make? 

5. How can we better listen to the Holy Spirit within us as we make moral choices 

each day? What things impair our allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us? 

6. Any final thoughts? 

 

Close with any of the key points that they might not have addressed in their own 

sharing/discussion. 

 

 


