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St. John Chrysostom. third sermon 

on Lazarus and the rich man 

The parable of Lazarus was of extraordinary benefit to 

us, both rich and poor, teaching the latter to bear their 

poverty with equanimity, ,and not allowing the former to 

be proud of their wealth. It taught us by example that the 

most pitiable person of all is the one who lives in luxury 

and shares his goods with nobody. So then today let us take 

hold again of the same subject. Those who work metals, 

when they see that there are many veins of gold, keep 

digging in the same place, ,and do not give up until they 

have brought out all that they can find. Let us go back, 

then, to the place where we left our discourse earlier, in 

order to take it up from the same place. I could have 

explained this whole parable to you in one day; but my 

concern was not that I should say a lot and then leave 

you, but that you might receive and hold on to my words 

accurately, and gain from this effort of retention some 

perception to bring you spiritual benefit. A loving mother 

who is about to introduce her nursing baby to solid food, 

if she pours undiluted wine into his mouth all at once, 

does him no good. The baby spits out what is given, and 

~oaks all the front of his shirt. 1 But if she pours the wine 
1~ gently, little by little, he swallows what is given without 

diffic~lty. Likewise, to keep you from spitting up what you 

are given, I have not tipped the cup of instruction for you 

all at once, but I have chopped it up for you over many 

1Homer, Iliad 9:491. 
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days, provi 1ng you a rest on these interveni 

the labor of listening, in order that what is 1 1 days froni 

stick firmly in the understanding of your 1~ down niay 

you may receive what I am going to say next w~:h and that 

and vigorous soul. For this reason also I of~ a relaxed 

many days in advance the subject of what I ai: te~ You 

say, in order that you may take up the book in J01~g to 

vening days, go over the whole passage learn both e hm~-

.d d h · 1 f ' w at IS 

sa1 an w at IS e t out, and so make your understandin 

more ready to learn when you hear what I will say after! 
wards. 

I also always entreat you, and do not cease entreating 

you, not only to pay attention here to what I say, but also 

when you are at home, to persevere continually in reading 

the divine Scriptures. When I have been with each of you 

in private, I have not stopped giving you the same advice. 

Do not let anyone say to me those vain words, worthy of 

a heavy condemnation, "I cannot leave the courthouse, I . 

administer the business of the city, I practice a craft, I have 

a wife, I am raising children, I am in charge of a household, 

I am a man of the world; reading the Scriptures is not 

for me, but for those who have been set apart, who have 

settled on the mountaintops, who keep this way of ~ e 

continuously." What are you saying, man? That attending 

to the Scriptures is not for you, since you are surrounded 

by a multitude of cares? Rather it is for you more ~an 

for them. They do not need the help of the divine Scnp-
. I d . many occu-

tures as much as those do who are mvo ve ID of 

pations. The monks, who are rele~sed fr~m the ~::ss, 

the marketplace and have fixed their huts ID th~ t practice 

who own nothing in common with anyone, . u life as if 

wisdom without fear in the calm of that quiet ff toss

resting in a harbor, enjoy great security; bu~ v::: of siJIS, 

ing in the midst of the sea, driven by a m . ti f the ScriP

always need the continuous and ceaseless aid ~ey do not 

tures. They rest far from the battle, and so 

~ 
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receive many wounds; but you stand continuously in the 

front rank, and you receive continual blows. So you need 

more remedies. Your wife provokes you, for example, your 

son grieves you, your servant angers you, your enemy 

plots against you, your friend envies you, your neighbor 

curses you, your fellow soldier trips you up, often a law 

suit threatens you, poverty troubles you, loss of your 

property gives you grief, prosperity puffs you up, mis

fortune depresses you, and many causes and compulsions 

to discouragement and grief, to conceit and desperation 

surround us on all sides, and a multitude of missiles falls 

from everywhere. Therefore we have a continuous need 

for the full armor of the Scriptures. For recognize, it is 

written, that you go through the midst of snares and walk 

on the ramparts of the city.1 For example, the designs of 

·the flesh attack more fiercely those who live in the midst 

of the world. A handsome face, a splendid body strikes 

us in the eyes; a shameful phrase piercing our ears troubles 

our mind; and often an effeminate song weakens the ten

sion of our soul. But why am I saying this? That which 

often seems the slightest of all these attacks, the scent of 

perfume fa1ling from courtesans as they pass somewhere 

nearby has captured and taken us away as prisoners by 

a ~ere accident. And there . are many things like these 

which beseige our souls: we need the divine medicines to 

heal the wounds which we have received and to protect us 

from those which we have not yet received but will receive. 

We must thoroughly quench the darts of the devil and 

beat them off by continual reading of the divine Scriptures. 

F?r it is not possible, not possible .for anyone to be sa!ed 

with0ut continually taking advantage of spiritual readmg. 

Actually, we must be content if even with continual use 
~~ , . h 

8 therapy, we are barely able to be saved. But w en 

'Sir. 9: 13. 
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we are struck every day, if we do not use an . 
care, what hope do we have of salvation? Y llled1ca1 

• • • 
Praise of Scripture reading continues. 

• • • 
Reading the Scriptures is a great means of security 

against sinning. The ignorance of Scripture is ~ great cliff 
and a · deep abyss; to know nothing of the divine laws is a 
great betrayal of salvation. This . has given birth to 
heresies, this has introduced a corrupt way of life, this 
has put down -the things above~ For -it is impossible, im
possible for anyone_ to depart without benefit if he reads 
continually with attention.- Look: how much one parable 
has helped us! How much better it has made our souls! 
Many people, I am sure, -have departed taking a lasting 
la,_enefit from listening; but if there are some who have ~ot 
gathered such fruit, nevertheless for the one day on which 
they listened, they have certainly -become better. It is no 
little matter - to pass one day· in contrition for sin, to look 
towards the heavenly philosophy, and to provide for one; 
soul at least a little rest from the concerns of the world. 
we -do this at each service and do not miss any, the c~r 
tinuity of listening will -accomplish some great and no e 
good in us. of the 

Come then, let me explain to you the ne~t pa~n says, 
parable. What is the next part? When the nch ~ finger 
"Send Lazarus to let a drop fall from the end of : ''SoD, 
and cool my tongue," let us hear what Abraham. 58

; due to 
reme_mber that you have received the good th~ng_ now be 
rou ID your life, and Lazarus the evil due to ~1~; all t]Jis, 
IS comforted and you are in anguish. And besidd i11 ordet 
between us and you a great chasm bas been nxe ' 
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h Se who would pass from here to you may not be 
that t o f h h "a Th. . 

I nd none may cross ron1 t ere to ere. 1s saying 
ab e, a · · h I k th . . h rd to bear and brings us great angu1s . now 1s 
1s a ' · h h ·h1 elf· but the more our conscience urts, t e more 1t e ps 
:!s understanding of t~ose wh~ are hurt. For. if Abrah~m 
were saying this to us 1n that life, as he says 1t to the nch 
man truly we would have to weep and groan and mourn, 
bec;use we would have not time left for repentance. But 
since we hear his words while we are still in this life, 
where it is possible to recover sobriety, to wash away our 
sins, to obtain confidence, and to change ourselves for 
fear of the evils which have happened to others, let us 
give thanks to God who loves mankind, who awakens our 
sluggishness by the punishment of others and arouses us 
from sleep. Christ tells us this in advance for this reason, 
to keep us from suffering the same punishment. For if He 
wished to punish us, He would not have told us in advance; 
but since He does not wish to subject us to retribution, 
for this very reason He tells us the retribution in advance . ' in order that we may learn sense from His words and 
escape the trial in deeds. 

But why did Abraham say not "You have received 
~our good things," but "You have r:ceived the good things 
ue to you"? You remember I know that I said a vast 

great f · ' ' sea o ideas was opening· for us. The phrase "receive 
as due" · d" 
0 ~n icates and reveals some kind of obligation, for m:: receives as due that which is owed. So if this rich 
Abra:as foul and repulsive, cruel and inhuman, why did 
things ~~ not "say to him, "You have received your good 
you ,, 'a ~t, You have received the good things due to 
lear~ fr~~ t~e; were debts owed to him? What do we 
have rea h th1s · That even if some people are foul and 
one or t~ ed the extremes of evil, often they have done 
_ 

0 or three good things. It is clear from Scripture 

'Luke 16: 24-26. 


