
 

 

 
 
 
 

Syllabus & Selected Readings 
CrossRoad Online Session Two 

 
1. SCRIPTURE COURSE 

 
Dr. Bruce N. Beck, Assistant Professor of New Testament, Director of Religious Studies, 
and Director of the Pappas Patristic Institute 
 
Course Summary: Scripture is a gift from God for us, the Church. Listening to its words 
has been compared to receiving life-giving medicine, food, water, and guidance. Shall we 
neglect such a useful gift? One of the best things we can do as young people is to read and 
meditate on the Scriptures. This course will teach four ways that we can read the Scriptures 
as Orthodox Christians. Our time together is meant to be both practical and informative. The 
goal is for each person to develop skills that will enhance her or his reading of the 
Scriptures, and an understanding of its relative role within the life of the Church. Below are 
the topics we may cover: 
 

• Lecture 1: Comparatively reading the Gospel and Epistle each Sunday (the 
Lectionary) 

• Lecture 2: Spiritually reading the scriptures as God’s gift to us (food, medicine, 
transfiguration) 

• Lecture 3: Historically reading the scripture within its contexts 
• Lecture 4: Typologically praying and singing the biblical odes in the services of the 

Church Readings 
 
Preparatory Readings: 

• “Scripture with the Orthodox Church, B. Beck” 
• **You’ll see other readings listed on the website for this course but those are links to 

articles you’ll need during the class itself. Please only read “Scripture with the 
Orthodox Church, B. Beck” prior to the course.  

• Each day prior to class, Dr. Beck would like you to read the Epistle and Gospel 
readings of the day. They are as follows: 

o Lecture 1: 
§  Epistle—Romans 11:25-36 
§ Gospel—Matthew 12:1-8 

o Lecture 2: 
§ Epistle—Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2 

Office of Vocation & Ministry • 50 Goddard Avenue • Brookline, MA 02445 • (617) 850-1310 • www.crossroadinstitute.org



 

 

§ Gospel—Matthew 8:5-13 
o Lecture 3: 

§ Epistle—Romans 12:4-5, 15:21 
§ Gospel—Matthew 12:9-13 

o Lecture 4: 
§ Epistle—Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-4 
§ Gospel—Mark 5:24-34 

 
2. CHURCH HISTORY COURSE 
 
Dr. James C. Skedros, Michael G. and Anastasia Cantonis Professor of Byzantine Studies 
Hellenic College Holy Cross 
 
Course Summary: Too often we think of the Church as either a monolithic, authoritative 
organization that is disconnected with the average parishioner, or as a local gathering of 
ethnic or like-minded individuals who come together for worship and social activities. 
Neither view is entirely wrong; yet neither view tells the whole story. In this class, we will 
explore the Church as a living organism whose raison d'être cannot be found in any other 
human organization. We will attempt to understand what the Church is primarily through 
looking at four historical moments in the life of the Orthodox Church: Pentecost, The 
Council of Nicaea, the Great Schism, and Orthodoxy in America. 
 

• Lecture	1:	Pentecost	
• Lecture	2:	Constantine	and	the	Council	of	Nicaea	(325	AD)	
• Lecture	3:	The	Schism	of	1054	AD	
• Lecture	4:	Coming	to	America	

 
Preparatory Readings: 

• Kallistos Ware, The Orthodox Church (ch. 2: “Byzantium I: The Church of the 
Seven Councils” pp. 18-42) 
• Acts 1-2 
• Justin Popovich, “The Inward Mission of our Church” in Justin Popovich, 
Orthodox	Faith	and	Life	in	Christ.	Translation,	Preface	and	Introduction	by	
Asterios	Gerostergios.	Belmont,	Mass.:	Institute	for	Byzantine	and	Modern	
Greek	Studies,	1994,	pp.	21-31 

• Henry Chadwick, The Early Church, ch. 8: “Constantine and the Council of Nicaea” 
pp. 25-32 



 

 

• Thomas FitzGerald, The Orthodox Church (ch. 2: “The Alaskan Mission” pp. 13- 
22; ch. 3: “Early Parish Development” pp. 23-36) 
 


